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This half term has been another very busy period in school with lots to celebrate and plenty of plans in 

the making for later in the school year. Unfortunately though, and in-line with much of the country, there 

has been an increase in positive cases of Covid within the school community which has resulted in a 

number of our children, parents and also staff isolating.  We very much appreciate how hard everyone is 

trying to minimise the spread of this virus that feels like it just won’t go away and are hopeful that, with 

numbers decreasing, this was just a blip on the road back to normality.   

Thankfully World Book Day was unaffected by the pandemic this year and it was wonderful to see all the 

children engaging with the event.  Red Kites had a reading café in their classroom and we had a visit from 

local author Mark Taylor, who spent time in class with the children answering questions about his book.  

The day’s highlight was a celebratory assembly on the playground with each class taking their turn to 

parade their fantastic costumes, with Mrs Hockley handing out prizes for the best costumes and also the 

winners from the ‘Totally Super-Duper’ Readathon.  Congratulations to Charlotte Haddigan, Lillie-Mae 

Haddigan, Zak MacKenzie, Clara Milburn, Dougie Livingston and Charley Powell. 

 

    

 

We are very grateful for all of your support with, not one, but 2 fundraisers that we have had this term.  

Firstly, for the Disasters Emergency Committee, sending to the victims of the Ukranian Humanitarian crisis, 

this was a home clothes day with a cake sale organised by RSFF.  This raised an amazing £1140.71 between 

the 3 schools in our Federation.   



We also celebrated Red Nose Day, raising £67, with a themed assembly about the charity and the 

incredible work they do around the UK and overseas.  Thank you to everyone for your support. 

 

       

 

At the time of writing, the children are busy rehearsing for our Easter Service.  The children have worked 

really hard practising for this and are looking forward to sharing it with parents on the last day of term.  

 As part of our Easter week, we have created a reflection area withing the school, where the children have 

had time to think about our Christian value of ‘love’.  They have had opportunities to reflect upon what 

love is, where we see it and what the world would be like if everyone loved each other. 

This term our Wrens have been looking forward to the new season of spring. They celebrated new life in 

the plants and animals around us with their topic of ‘Birds and Beans, Eggs and Seeds’. 

The term started with the stories of Jack and the Beanstalk and Jasper’s Beanstalk as inspiration for 

growing their own beans but whose beanstalk will grow the tallest? They all had a go at making paper 

chain beanstalks and measured them with Giant size footsteps and Jack-sized footsteps. 

Mother’s Day was celebrated by creating some wonderful artwork using spring flowers and the children 

were very careful to keep this as a secret until Mothering Sunday. 

We are looking forward to Easter and learning more about this special celebration. We will be finding out 

about animals that lay eggs and looking forward to our own Easter Eggs Hunt! 

 

     

 

 



 

Starlings Class have been learning all about the materials around us. They have been looking at the 

different uses of all types of materials and the ecological impact of their disposal. In literacy they have 

studied the story Space Tortoise by Ross Montgomery which inspired them to think about the rubbish 

people leave behind and what we could do about it. They wrote persuasive letters to our school leaders 

to put our learning into action and organise a litter pick in our school grounds. This also led to us creating 

a beautiful turtle mural made entirely from recycled materials we have collected. We also celebrated 

science week by conducting range of exciting experiments, growing our children's love of science and 

investigation. The children have learned to predict possible outcomes and introduced the concept of fair 

tests. Who knew learning about materials could be so much fun? 

 

       

 

Kingfishers have been very busy over the half term break, creating their own dioramas of the rainforest. 

These are now displayed outside the classroom and look wonderful. They have enjoyed reading their 

dilemma stories to children in different classes and have had very positive feedback.  

They have been researching some of the tribes who live in The Amazon Rainforest and have written 

informative reports on the effects of deforestation on plant, animal and human life in the forests. Within 

these reports, the children used persuasive language and posed poignant questions to the readers, to get 

them to think carefully about the impact their own lives can have on our planet’s rainforests, both positive 

and negative, and to persuade them to do their part in helping to save The Rainforests. 

In art the children have been focusing on the artist Henri Rousseau, a post-Impressionist painter. They 

have been carefully looking at his jungle paintings, the way he uses simple, pure colours and outlines, 

before painting their own impressions of the rainforest. 

 

             

 



In National Science week, our Red Kites learnt all about micro-organisms and the positive and negative 

roles they can play - very topical. They carried out experiments to look at the deterioration of food when 

kept outside a fridge and also traced their own 'day in the life of a germ.'  As part of our Keen to be 

Green topic, the children rehearsed and performed their eco-musical 'The Emerald Crown', adding 

percussion instruments, recorders, dancing and soloists to enhance their singing. It was wonderful to 

perform this in assembly and give our parents a chance to share in our learning. The children were also 

thinking about the practical differences they could make to their environment and wrote to Boris Johnson, 

George Eustice and local councillors to persuade them to reduce the use of single-use plastics. 

At the beginning of April we went on a class trip to Tuppenny Barn, an eco-centre in West Sussex, where 

the children learnt more about sustainable living and took part in some fun workshops. Alongside this, a 

lot of hard work has been done by the children, particularly the Year 6's who are preparing for their SATs 

in what is still a challenging learning environment. 

     

   

 

Enjoy the Easter Break.  See you back in school on Monday 25th April.  Clubs start on the first day of term. 

Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter @DVSFederation 

 


