
Rogate Review 
Summer 1 2022                11th Edition 

This half term has been a very short one but has been jam packed with lots going on to keep everyone 

busy.   

SATs have taken up a considerable amount of time and we would like to say how very proud we are of all 

of the children who took part in them.  This was the first time they have taken place since the pandemic so 

the impact was perhaps felt more than in previous years. 

There has also been a lot of work in the build up to our Federation Jubilee Day.  By the time you read this 

the day will have taken place but for the purposes of this ‘Rogate Review’ the day will be packed with 

activities to ensure it’s remembered by each and every one of the children.  Our hope is that all the 

children will return home with a buzz of excitement from their very special day.  Please check out our 

Twitter account for photos which we hope to share with you all. 

We have also had a visit from West Sussex Fire and Rescue who spoke to the children throughout the 

school covering a wide range of age appropriate topics including the role of a fire-fighter, their ‘Get out, 

stay out, call 999’ tagline and the importance of smoke alarms.  The younger children were fascinated to 

learn about the fire engines they use, whilst the older ones heard all about the science of fire and the 

dangers associated with arson and hoax calls. 

Our year 5’s attended a ‘Crumbles and Sparkles’ morning hosted by Ms McAuley.  They were joined by 

Year 5 children from 3 other local schools for a fun morning of computer programming.  They thoroughly 

enjoyed themselves and were absolutely thrilled to have moving vehicles as a result of their programming. 

The Eco and Christian Ethos committees have also been busy planning.  Having hosted a very successful 

plant sale, as part of Petersfield Town Councils 3 seeds campaign, they are currently organising an Eco-

day for next term.  The Christian Ethos committee has been focussing on improvements to class reflection 

areas and more opportunities for spirituality.  And if that’s not busy enough, School Council 

representatives have been thinking of ways to make improvements to play-time provision and will be 

asking for ideas and opinions from their classmates. 

    

 



 

The Wrens welcomed the Summer term with a school trip to Bird World. The children had a fantastic day 

out watching penguins and pelicans being fed, finding out all about Emu eggs and generally having the 

best fun in the Jenny Wren Farm play area. If you haven’t already been, we highly recommend it for a 

great family-friendly day out. 

This term they are using the theme of ‘Once Upon a Palace’ as a starting point for their learning. They 

have been learning stories about ‘Queens and Kings’ by heart to help with the skill of ‘holding a sentence’ 

as the children learn to write with greater independence. 

They have used the story of ‘The Queen’s Hat’ which is about the Queen losing her hat in a gust of wind 

and then chasing it all around London. The children have enjoyed finding out about some of London’s 

most famous landmarks and have been comparing the capital city to the towns and villages we know. 

They were very excited to receive an important letter this term. The Queen appointed the Wrens as ‘Royal 

Hatmakers’ and asked them to design a new hat for her Jubilee celebration. The children drew pictures 

and wrote about their hats and then excitedly popped their letters into some very special, shiny gold 

envelopes. We are keeping our fingers crossed for a reply! 

      

Starlings have had a very busy few weeks learning about kings and queens, past and present and they 

were not impressed with some of them at all. We had lots of fun playing in the castle that has appeared in 

our class and learning all strange names of the parts a castle needs to keep it’s king or queen safe. The 

Castles and Dragons day at Rake School was a huge success with children from the 3 schools in the 

federation learning about castle life from a real live knight and there is still at trip to a real life castle to 

look forward to next half term. 

The children thoroughly enjoyed their ‘Outdoor Explorers’ sessions, learning about spring, plants and 

animals and planting up the allotment...let's hope it grows nicely for us to enjoy at the end of term.  

Starlings have also had fantastic time boogying in Doodle Dance with songs and dancing galore.  This has 

been a wonderful way for the children to express their feelings through movement. 

Lastly, on a more serious note, the year 2 children have completed their first ever SATs papers and they 

have made us really proud! Big fat WELL DONE to them! Now you see why we need a break. 

 

       



 

This term Kingfishers have some new additions to the class in the form of 'Rock Pets'! These appeared on 

the bark area, outside our classroom after the Easter holidays and each child has one rock which belongs 

to them and sits on their desk to help them work on their topic 'We will Rock You'.  There has been a 

large collection of Rocks on display too, and using magnifying glasses to study these rocks the children 

have been make close observations. With the use of the internet and books the children have been 

categorising the rocks and trying to identify them.  

Additionally, the class made a trip to St. Bartholomew's Church grave yard to look at the effects of 

weathering on the gravestones and to help us learn about the effects weather has on our landscapes. 

Kingfishers have been writing poems about their rocks and after listening to reading and performing, 'The 

River' by Valerie Bloom, they wrote their own River poems. To go alongside these, the children have been 

painting river pictures using Pointillism, a technique they have learnt about as we have studied the artist, 

George Seurat. 

They have also had lots of fun in their Forest School sessions and have been out and about in the woods, 

playing games and learning new skills. This term is always great for outdoor learning and making use of 

our lovely school grounds, we have been working on the allotment at the same time as learning about 

different soils as part of our, 'We Will Rock You' topic on Rivers, rocks and soils. 

 

    

 

Red Kites have begun their work on our Travel Agent topic, looking at holiday destinations in the UK, 

Europe and the world. The children have really immersed themselves in their diary writing, linked to the 

refugee situation faced by thousands of children across the world, producing some amazing writing. In 

maths they revised a lot of the different topics covered as the Year 6’s had to complete their SATs tests, 

which they did in a very mature and sensible manner. Well done to all of them – I know they absolutely 

did their best and it was lovely that we could celebrate with a fun day at the end of the week.  

Whilst they were busy, the Year 5’s researched their own personal projects, producing some fascinating 

pieces of work across a whole range of subjects. In science we have been exploring moving mechanisms – 

the children had fun designing their own moving pictures using levers, fixed and moving pivots. 



We were very relieved to see our tadpoles had survived through the Easter holidays, thanks to Ria’s care, 

and were now almost little froglets. We all took them to the pond to release them as they needed to be 

able to start climbing on to land but we were a little sad to see them go! 

 

    

 

    

 

Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter @DVSFederation 


